
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



350 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 
THE COURSE "THE MESSAGE OF JESUS 
TO OUR MODERN LIFE" 1 



Introductory 

Because of the desire of the author of 
this course to reserve for the study of "prac- 
tical applications" the last part of the 
course, it is necessary to study more com- 
prehensively and rapidly the principles of 
Jesus which are assigned to the work of the 
first half of the course. This will not, how- 
ever, confuse the members of the class if 
the work is carefully systematized, not only 
in the leaflets which they study, but in the 
work of the leader of the class. The dis- 
cussions of the present month may well 
center around the idea of the Kingdom of 
God as presented by Jesus. It will be 
necessary for the leader to give to the class 
a general idea of what the Golden Age of the 
Hebrews, to which they looked forward with 
such anticipation, comprehended. This was 
the historical Kingdom of God, the outlines 
of which Jesus inherited from his Hebrew 
ancestors. To show what this term meant, 
however, in the idealism of Jesus himself, is 
the more important task. Very carefully 
the leader should present Jesus' thought of 
God in relation to the Kingdom, and his 
own ideals of conduct as a citizen of the 
Kingdom. The question of his conception 
of the Kingdom as present or future or 
both should be discussed simply. 

Above all, however, the conditions of 
membership in the Kingdom should receive 
emphasis and be translated into modern 
terms, and the class be led to an apprecia- 
tion of the joy and satisfaction of those who 
accept the conditions, and seek to carry out 
the principles of the Kingdom. 



Specific programs may be as follows: 
Program I 

Leader: The Kingdom of God in the 
teaching of Jesus. 

Members: (i) The conditions of becom- 
ing members of the Kingdom of God. The 
meaning of the stories of Nicodemus, of 
Mark 10:13-16, and parallel passages. 
(2) Brief discussion of Jesus' ideal of 
repentance for the children of God. Did 
Jesus himself ever repent? (3) Stories of 
faith and its reward as related in the Gospels. 
(4) Modern equivalents for the sins of the 
Pharisees, whom Jesus arraigned, Matt., 
chap. 23. (5) The story or saying which 
seems most completely to express Jesus' 
ideal of sacrificial love. 

Discussion: Can we seek to become 
strong and influential through education 
and success in business or profession, and 
at the same time live the sacrificial life 
which Jesus represents. 

Program II 

Leader: The "crime of joy" as reflected 
in the lives of the Puritan fathers — an 
interesting evidence of the misapprehension 
of Jesus' teaching. 

Members: (1) Stories of Jesus which 
establish joy as the privilege of the children 
of God. (2) Description of "eternal life" 
in the teaching of Jesus. (3) Modern 
"cases" which seem to justify Jesus' state- 
ment in Matt. 11:25-30. (4) Social settle- 
ments as an expression of both service and 
joy. 



1 These suggestions relate to the work of the second month of the course, the material for which 
appeared in the Biblical World for November. The whole course may be obtained in leaflets for 
use with classes by registered members of the Institute. Registration fee, 50 cents plus 4 cents 
postage. Address: The American Institute of Sacred Literature, The University of Chicago, 
Chicago, 111. 
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Discussion of vital questions from the 
work of the last six days selected by the 
leader with the members of the class in mind 
and announced at the previous meeting. 

REFERENCE READING 

Some of the choicest material for reference 
in this course is found in Hastings' Dictionary 
of Christ and the Gospels, 2 vols. See for this 
study "Repentance," "Forgiveness," "Faith," 
"Confession," "Fasting," "Kingdom of God," 
" Messiah," " Eternal Life," " Pharisees." Has- 
tings ' Bible Dictionary, the six-volume or the 
one-volume edition should be consulted where 
the first-mentioned is not available. 



The books to which reference is made in 
the following list will be useful for the entire 
course and will be mentioned with each chapter. 
Other books will be added for specific topics 
not included in the present study. Stevens, 
The Teaching of Jesus, chaps, v, vii, viii, xi; 
Hyde, Jesus' Way, chaps, ii-ix; Gilbert, The 
Revelation of Jesus, chaps, ii, iii; Wendt, The 
Teaching of Jesus, I, section 3, chaps, iii— iv; 
Clarke, The Ideal of Jesus, chaps, iv, v, vi, vii; 
Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus, I, 84- 
144, 308-36; Stalker, The Ethics of Jesus, 
chaps, iii, iv, vii, viii, xiii; King, The Ethics of 
Jesus, chaps, vii, viii; Mathews, The Social 
Teaching of Jesus, chap. iii. 



